


CROP AND MARKET 


(Continued from page 471) 


winter. If anything, the shortage of 
stores is the most serious factor in 
the wintering picture. This shortage 
is due in part to a small crop in some 
places, but probably more because 
the beekeeper has taken off too much 
honey. High prices were too great 
a temptation. Also a low crop added 
to the temptation to get as much 
as possible. Therefore, many bee- 
keepers resorted to feeding where 
normally they would have left stocks 
of honey for winter in sufficient 
abundance to avoid feeding and to 
keep their unusually good colonies 
through the winter period. 

Reports from beekeepers generally 
indicate considerable alarm over the 
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crop prospects for 1944. The drive 
to increase cash crops and con- 
centrates, like soybeans and corn, in 
the mid-west, has taken a lot of 
ground away from sweet clover acre- 
age. It is alarming to note to how 
great an extent beekeeping has come 
to depend on this single plant for 
profitable commercial honey pro- 
duction. No one knows what lies 
ahead, but if beekeepers are not on 
their toes in regard to this situation, 
the present setup for commercial 
honey production may change to 
something drastically different. Of 
course, it is sure that some day the 
farmer will have to turn to soil im- 
provement again which will un- 
doubtedly mean the use of legumes. 
Whether or not it will again be sweet 
clover remains to be seen. Neverthe- 


less, honey production in the future 
is in for some severe changes. 


a,” ae 


GASOLINE 


Although it could not be told at the 
time, the sinking of fourteen large 
tankers bound for North Africa was 
responsible for the shortage of fuel 
oil and gasoline in the East last 
winter. This situation lead to the fear 
on the part of many that there would 
not be enough essential gasoline. 
According to the Office of War 
Information, there is enough gasoline 
for the nation’s farmers and essen- 
tial commercial transportation so 
those short of gasoline when needed 
for operation should request supple- 
mentary gas allotment from their 


local war price and rationing board. 
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